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Key 
Project 
Tasks

Project Work Plan

▪ SB 743 Overview and Local Plan Review

▪ VMT Methodology and Metric Form

▪ VMT Thresholds

o Case studies

▪ VMT Mitigation

▪ VMT Screening Tool



Key
Dates

Project Schedule and
Input Opportunities

▪ 7 Months from Dec 2020 – Jun 2021

▪ 3 Stakeholder Meetings

o Jan 28 (Overview)

o Mar 25 (Methodology and Thresholds)

o Apr 22 (Mitigation and Screening)

▪ BCAG Board Acceptance – Jun 24



Legal
and
Technical
Factors

▪ VMT Methodology

o Model

o Metric

o Screening

Methodology Decisions



Technical
Factors

▪ California Statewide 
Travel Demand Model 
(CSTDM)
o https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-

planning/multi-modal-system-
planning/statewide-modeling/sb-743-vmt-
impact-assessment

▪ BCAG TDM
o http://www.bcag.org/Planning/Transportation

-Forecasting/index.html

Model choices

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/multi-modal-system-planning/statewide-modeling/sb-743-vmt-impact-assessment
http://www.bcag.org/Planning/Transportation-Forecasting/index.html


Legal
Factors

Metric Choices

▪ Partial vs total VMT
▪ Auto vs truck

▪ Select trip purposes

▪ Efficiency VMT metrics

▪ Full accounting of trip 
lengths



Technical
Factors

Metric recommendations

Total VMT Total VMT 
Generated by 

a Project

Total VMT per 
Service 

Population



Technical
Factors

Metric recommendations

Home-
based VMT 
per resident

Home-based 
VMT per 

employee



Decisions 
and 
Evidence

VMT Threshold Options

CEQA Guidelines



VMT Threshold Options

OPR Technical Advisory

Interfere with State VMT/GHG Reduction Goals

Decisions 
and 
Evidence



VMT Threshold Recommendations

▪ Land use projects
o Residential

o Office

o Retail

o Other?

▪ Land use plans

▪ Transportation projects

Decisions 
and 
Evidence



VMT Threshold Recommendations

Baseline VMT – Citywide or Regional Average
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OPR threshold endorsed in Vehicle Miles Traveled-Focused Transportation Impact Study Guide, 
Caltrans, May 20, 2020.

Sources:  Provided in SB 743 Overview and Thresholds Technical Memorandums

Decisions 
and 
Evidence



Planned VMT Growth in Butte Co.

BCAG

Region
Biggs Chico Gridley Oroville Paradise Uninc.

2018 20.3 22.7 12.9 22.9 18.7 17.4 29.4

2020 18.3 23.4 11.1 23.6 16.6 13.8 27.5

2040 18.0 26.5 12.9 25.7 18.2 14.6 23.6
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15% below 2020 
regional average

Decisions 
and 
Evidence



Screening 
Decisions
- Transit 

Priority 
Areas 
(TPAs)

VMT Impact Screening

▪ Not currently 
applicable in 
Butte County



Screening 
Decisions
- Low VMT 

Areas

VMT Impact Screening



Screening 
Decisions
- Within 

VMT 
Growth 
Budget

VMT Impact Screening

Source:
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2019-
01/2017_sp_vmt_reductions_jan19.pdf

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2019-01/2017_sp_vmt_reductions_jan19.pdf


The 
Connection 
Between 
VMT and 
GHG 
emissions

California CO2 and VMT per 
Capita Trends

Source: 
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/201811/Final
2018Report_SB150_112618_02_Report.pdf

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/201811/Final2018Report_SB150_112618_02_Report.pdf


The 
Connection 
Between 
VMT and 
GHG 
emissions

California CO2 and VMT per 
Capita Trends

Source:
http://auditor.ca.gov/reports/2020-
114/summary.html



Study
Process

What’s Next?

▪ Technical 
Memorandums

o Case Studies

o Policy 
Recommendations

▪ Final Document 
Package

▪ Screening Tool

▪ Stakeholder 
Meetings

o #3 – Mitigation and 
Screening

▪ BCAG Board Meeting

▪ Lead Agency 
Decisions



Land use 
type or 
location

Case Studies

▪ Typical Land Uses

o Residential

o Retail

o Office

o Mixed-Use

▪ Unique Land Uses

o Hospital

o Hotel

o Entertainment

▪ Scope includes 4 case 
studies

▪ Prefer to use past 
projects



CEQA 
Strategy

Policy Recommendations

▪ Use of General Plan EIRs 
to provide CEQA 
streamlining

▪ Section 15183 Exemption

o VMT reduction addressed 
in general plan

o VMT analysis is project 
level and so is mitigation



Questions and Answers


